
INITIATIVE PETITION FOR A LAW RELATIVE TO FEE DISCLOSURE FOR RADIOLOGY AND OTHER 

IMAGING PROCEDURES 

Be i t  enacted by the people^ and the i r  author i ty :  

Sect ion 1 .  

Sect ion 228 of  Chapter  111 of  the Massachuset ts  Genera l  Laws,  as  appear ing in  the 2016 

Of f ic ia l  Ed i t ion,  is  hereby de leted and rep laced wi th  the fo l lowing:  

Sect ion 228.  Clear  and Conspicuous Fee Disc losure for  Radio logy and other  Imaging Serv ices by 

Cer t i f ied Medica l  Fac i l i t ies  and Profess ional  Pract ices 

(a)  Al l  p rov iders  of  rad io logy and imaging procedures,  as a  condi t ion of  l icensure,  wi l l  comply  

wi th  th is  sect ion.  As used in  th is  sect ion,  "prov iders"  shal l  mean al l  cer t i f ied medica l  fac i l i t ies  

and pr ivate medica l  and denta l  pract ices.  The prov iders  wi l l  pub l ic ly  d isc lose the i r  cur rent  fees 

for  the technica l  component  of  imaging procedures,  charged to  Massachuset ts  res idents ,  

before any spec ia l  d iscounts ,  such as t rad i t ional ly  negot ia ted wi th  pr ivate heal th  insurance 

companies or  government  insurance p lans such as Medicare.  As used in  th is  sect ion,  " fee for  

the technica l  component" ,  shal l  mean the to ta l  fee for  use of  the fac i l i ty 's  equipment ,  room, 

suppl ies,  employment  of  personnel  to  operate the equipment  and any other  anc i l la ry  charges.  

The prov ider  shal l  s ta te  that  there wi l l  usual ly  be a separate profess ional  fee for  in terpretat ion 

of  the imaging procedure.  

(b)  Disc losure of  undiscounted fee for  the technica l  component  charged to  Massachuset ts  

res idents ,  for  rad io logy and other  imaging procedures,  wi l l  be made avai lab le  to  consumers in  

each of  the fo l lowing ways:  

( i )  A l l  p rov iders ,  who have a websi te ,  wi l l  c lear ly  post  on the home page,  an eas i ly  

ident i f ied l ink  ent i t led Fees for  Radio logy and other  Imaging Procedures.  The prov ider  wi l l  

ident i fy  the procedures wi th  the same bi l l ing code as submi t ted to  Medicare a t  the t ime the 

procedure is  done.  For  example,  i f  the CTP code is  used for  Medicare b i l l ing,  the format  wi l l  be 

as fo l lows:  

CT Scan Abdomen & Pelv is ,  w i th  Contrast ,  CTP 74177,  undiscounted technica l  fee 

CT Scan Abdomen & Pelv is ,  w i thout  Contrast ,  CTP 74178,  undiscounted technica l  fee 

As used in  th is  sect ion,  "CTP code" ,  shal l  mean Current  Procedura l  Terminology.  CPT is  a  

medica l  code set  used to  ident i fy  spec i f ic  surg ica l ,  medica l ,  or  d iagnost ic  in tervent ions.  

( i i )  Conspicuously  d isp lay ing undiscounted technica l  fees by descr ip t ive procedure 

name and current  Medicare b i l l ing code at  the phys ica l  s i te  where the technic ian per forms the 



procedure.  Fur thermore,  pr ior  to  the procedure be ing per formed,  the prov ider  wi l l  g ive to  the 

consumer a  wr i t ten s ta tement  d isc los ing the procedure name,  current  Medicare b i l l ing code,  

undiscounted technica l  fee and the amount  of  the d iscount  for  un insured ind iv iduals ,  i f  any.  

The prov ider  may inc lude in format ion about  insurance coverage to  he lp  expla in  responsib i l i ty  

for  payment  of  the fee.  A wr i t ten s ta tement ,  as descr ibed above,  wi l l  not  be requi red to  be 

g iven to  a  consumer,  un less requested by the consumer,  i f  the procedure is  ordered by an 

emergency room phys ic ian.  

The Radio logy and imaging procedures per ta in ing to  Sect ion 228 wi l l  inc lude a l l  p rocedures 

pr iced over  $100.  The rad io logy and imaging procedures inc lude but  are not  l imi ted to  the 

fo l lowing:  Mammography,  F luoroscopy,  Nuclear  medic ine imaging such as bone,  k idney,  lung 

and l iver  scans.  Bone densi ty ,  MRIs wi th  and wi thout  cont rast ,  CT scans wi th  and wi thout  

cont rast ,  PET scans.  Ul t rasound (Echocard iograms,  carot id ,  renal ,  abdomen,  pelv is ,  venous 

duplex) ,  u l t rasound,  CT scan and MRI gu ided b iops ies and therapeut ic  in ject ions,  d iagnost ic  X-

rays of  chest  and a l l  o ther  body par ts ,  EEG. 

(c)  Fa i lure to  comply  wi th  th is  sect ion is  a  v io la t ion of  G.L.  c .  93A and the At torney Genera l  shal l  

be responsib le  for  enforcement  of  th is  sect ion.  The At torney Genera l  may request  ass is tance,  i f  

needed,  f rom other  Commonweal th  agencies to  conduct  surve i l lance of  websi tes of  prov iders ,  

making announced and unannounced ons i te  inspect ions,  and invest igat ing consumer 

compla in ts .  The At torney Genera l  wi l l  send a le t ter  o f  inqui ry  to  a prov ider  request ing an 

explanat ion i f  there is  the appearance of  noncompl iance.  The le t ter  wi l l  be deemed a mat ter  o f  

publ ic  record.  I t  w i l l  inc lude a  copy of  th is  sect ion and in form the fac i l i ty  that  i t  has 30 days,  

f rom the date on the le t ter ,  to  comply  wi th  th is  sect ion.  The le t ter  o f  inqui ry  wi l l  adv ise the 

fac i l i ty  that  i ts  l icense can be p laced on probat ion and subsequent ly  revoked for  cont inued lack 

of  compl iance.  I t  w i l l  a lso adv ise that  the At torney Genera l  may br ing cour t  act ion against  the 

fac i l i ty  as  author ized by G.L.  c  93A,  Sect ion 4.  

(d)  Prov iders  not  in  compl iance wi th in  30 days of  the date on the At torney Genera l 's  le t ter  o f  

inqui ry  wi l l  rece ive a  warn ing le t ter  f rom the At torney Genera l  a lso deemed to  be a mat ter  of  

publ ic  record.  A copy of  the second le t ter  wi l l  sent  to  the prov ider 's  profess ional  l icens ing 

board.  Not ice of  the warn ing le t ter  wi l l  be posted on the At torney Genera l 's  websi te  and the 

websi te  o f  the prov ider 's  l icens ing board.  The warn ing le t ter  wi l l  g ive the prov ider  another  30 

days f rom the date on the warn ing le t ter  to  comply .  Compl iance outcome wi l l  be determined 

by the At torney Genera l 's  o f f ice.  At  any t ime that  the At torney Genera l  determines that  the 

prov ider  has completed sat is factory  compl iance,  the not ice of  warn ing wi l l  be removed f rom 

the At torney Genera l 's  websi te  and the prov ider 's  l icens ing board wi l l  be not i f ied to  remove 

the warn ing f rom i ts  websi te .  

(e)  Prov iders  not  in  compl iance wi th in  45 days f rom the date of  the At torney Genera l 's  warn ing 

le t ter  wi l l  be not i f ied to  appear  before the At torney Genera l ,  or  a  Commonweal th  agency 

des ignated by the At torney Genera l ,  to  prov ide face to  face not i f icat ion that  the prov ider  has 



been p laced on probat ion to  have i ts  l icense suspended and g iv ing the prov ider  90 days to  

comply  wi th  th is  sect ion or  the At torney Genera l  shal l  d i rect  the prov ider 's  l icens ing board to  

revoke i ts  l icense.  The At torney Genera l  wi l l  a lso not i fy  the prov ider  whether  the author i ty  o f  

Chapter  93A,  Sect ion 4  wi l l  be invoked to  br ing cour t  act ion against  the prov ider .  Should the 

l icense be revoked,  the prov ider  may reapply  for  a  l icense by the usual  process.  

( f )  I f  a  pat ient  or  prospect ive pat ient  is  covered by a  heal th  p lan,  the heal th  care prov ider  that  

prov ides the rad io logy or  o ther  imaging procedures,  shal l ,  upon request  of  a  pat ient  or  

prospect ive pat ient ,  prov ide the bi l l ing code used for  b i l l ing Medicare and the to l l - f ree 

te lephone number  and websi te  of  the heal th  p lan estab l ished to  d isc lose out -o f -pocket  costs ,  

under  sect ion 23 of  chapter  1750.  Based on the descr ip t ive name of  the procedure and 

Medicare b i l l ing code,  the heal th  p lan wi l l  d isc lose the out -o f -pocket  cost  to  the pat ient  or  

prospect ive pat ient  a t  the t ime the te lephone cal l  o r  websi te  contact  is  made.  

Sect ion 2.  This  act  shal l  take ef fect  on January 1 ,  2019.  
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